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not as divine ; and the loyalty of the subject to the
chief magistrate would not be a passion, but a quiet
and rational persuasion. Every individual being in
the possession of rights which he is sure to retain, a
kind of manly reliance and reciprocal courtesy would
arise between all classes, alike removed from pride and
meanness. The people, well acquainted with its true
interests, would allow that in order to profit by the
advantages of society it is necessary to satisfy its
demands. In this state of things the voluntary
association of the citizens might supply the individual
exertions of the nobles, and the community would be
alike protected from anarchy and from oppression.
I admit that, in a democratic State thus constituted,
society will not be stationary ; but the impulses of
the social body may be regulated and directed
forward ; if there be less splendour than in the halls
of an aristocracy, the contrast of misery will be less
frequent also ; the pleasures of enjoyment may be
less excessive, but those of comfort will be more
general ; the sciences may be less perfectly cultivated,
but ignorance will be less common ; the impetuosity
of the feelings will be repressed, and the habits of the
nation softened ; there will be more vices and fewer
crimes. In the absence of enthusiasm and of an ardent
faith, great sacrifices may be obtained from the
members of a commonwealth by an appeal to their
understandings and their experience; each indivi-
dual will feel the same necessity for uniting with
his fellow-citizens to protect his own weakness ; and
as he knows that if they are to assist he must co-
operate, he will readily perceive that his personal
interest is identified with the interest of the com-
munity. The nation, taken as a whole, will be less
brilliant, less glorious, and perhaps less strong ; but
ihe majority of the citizens will enjoy a greater